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TimetoconsiderlimitforMPstenure
A network for Non
Governmental
Organisations in Iringa
region, Iciso, last week
came up with a very
cballenging proposal.

Tbey suggested that
parliamentary
representation should bave
a time limit, preferable not
more tban three terms of
five years eacb.

Contributing to tbe
worksbop on sbifting
responsibilities from
central government to local
governments, the
participants argued that tbe
cbange would foster
harmonious management
and control graft.

They said tbat most
Members of parliament
engage in corruption
practices after assuming

II office because they want to
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recover the buge sums of
money tbey used in general
elections and an
inducement.

Tbey maintained tbat
sucb provision could belp
contain tbe malpractices
and make tbe MPs nlore
committed to wananchi.

I see the proposal as
cballenging because I know
those wbo bave established

begemonies won't buy it.
Tbey won't be ready to

surrender tbeir positions
just like tbat especially
wben you take into account
thattbe majority of tbem by
experience have converted
the post into employment.

If you bave time and
venture to visit some of the
constituencies, you would
hear a legislature referring

Speaker of the National Assembly. Samwel Sitta, speaks in
his office January 02, 2008 after he hjad recieved a
Richmond report from Dr.Harrison Mwakyembe, Kyela MP
who was the Chaiman of Parliamentary Committee on
Richmond (photo: Khalf".n 8.aid)

to a constituency as hi~.
Indeed, be deserves tbat
title.

After representing a
constituency for let's say
four or five terms of five

years eacb, surely you will
bave tbe guts of calling that
constituency as yours. And
you will be all out to make
sure tbat nobody pokes his
nose into 'your affair.'

However, tbe issue is not
tbe duration of service one
has locked himself in, but
rather wbat has been
delivered during the time.

This is not tbe first time
sucb notion is being aired.
Members of the public bave
in several occasions been

flouting the idea through
letters in press and otber
forums.

This column too has
once toucbed this subject.

Buttbe authorities as is tbe
case witb private candidates
opted to remain adamant for
the mere fact that nobody
can Idig his own grave.'

Tbe views being aired
now signal one key point
that there are a lot of
irregularities in tbe state
apparatus and people are
already fed up.

Tbey would like to do
away witb it as soon as
possible, but they don't
bave an effective forum
through which to cbannel
their suggestions and
grievances.

Tbat is wby tbey are
calling for a change in
anticipation tbat with a
reform they could see light
attbe end of the tunnel.

Experience bas it that
when you stay in power for
considerably long, you tend

to regard yourself infallible
and effect any decision no
matter wbetber it's for tbe
society's interest or not.

As a result, those in'tbe
belm engaging in
corruption practices and
otber evils by virtue of their
positions and then use tbe
same money they had
accrued to lure the
electorate to bounce back to
power.

Now that the indications
are ripe for change, tangible
measures need to be taken
with a view to

accommodate tbe people's
views for a foreseeable
future.

Wbether we like it or
not, this will come. Those
who are trying to frustrate
tbe attempts will only
succeed to delay them and
not to discard them
outriabt.


